
 

 
 
April 4, 2025 
 
 
Senator John Hickenlooper 
Hart Senate Office Building 
120 Constitution Ave NE 
Suite SH-316 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Hickenlooper: 
 

We are writing to express deep concern about recent funding cuts to multiple CDC programs and 
HHS public health programs. In particular, we strongly support the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), which plays a critical role in protecting the health and 
safety of workers across the United States. The recent drastic cuts to NIOSH’s budget and 
workforce are alarming, as they jeopardize the well-being of millions of American workers, 
undermine business productivity, and threaten the overall health of the U.S. economy. 

We understand that the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) 
has invited Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., to appear before the Committee on April 10, and 
that you may be able to address several critical issues related to public health with the Secretary. 
 
Our organization, the Western Occupational and Environmental Medical Association 
(WOEMA), is a 501(c)(3) professional organization with over 500 members, including 
occupational and environmental medicine physicians and other specialists in the field of 
occupational safety and health from seven western states, including Colorado.  We were 
particularly troubled by the announcement made around April 1, 2025, that 92% of the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health’s (NIOSH) workforce would be terminated, 
effective in June 2025, and that most NIOSH field offices would be closed. These cuts are 
particularly concerning as they coincide with other significant and dangerous and precipitous 
reductions to various public health programs involving tuberculosis, lead poisoning, and other 
threats to American workers and the general public. This decision dismantles 50 years of 



infrastructure that has protected workers while helping employers save billions of dollars 
annually. 
 
NIOSH plays a critical role in workplace safety nationwide. The societal impact of NIOSH’s 
work cannot be overstated. Its programs have saved lives by protecting firefighters, nurses, 
construction workers, miners, healthcare professionals, and countless others from deadly 
hazards. The agency provides essential services, including certification of respirators and 
personal protective equipment (PPE), conducts vital research on workplace hazards, develops 
critical safety standards implemented by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), and delivers lifesaving information and resources directly to employers and 
workers.  Furthermore, NIOSH plays a crucial role in training the next generation of physicians 
specializing in Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Industrial Hygienists, Occupational 
Health nurses, and epidemiologists.  

At a time when only 6% of American workers belong to unions that can advocate for workplace 
safety, NIOSH is the last line of defense for millions of workers. The impacts of this closure are 
not hypothetical—they will be catastrophic and immediate: 

• Firefighters, nurses, and construction workers will lose life-saving protections 
provided by approved respirators. They will also lose necessary cancer research and 
registries, like the one established for 9/11 first responders. 

• Young workers will no longer receive critical safety training, dramatically increasing 
their risk of injury and death. 

• Miners will be left vulnerable to incurable dust diseases. 

• Over 5,000 workplace deaths will occur each year without systematic prevention 
efforts. 
 

• Tens of thousands of workers will suffer disabling injuries that burden the healthcare 
system with billions in costs. 
 

• Critical training programs for safety professionals will collapse, exacerbating shortages 
in this vital workforce. 

This decision is not merely shortsighted—it is dangerous. With an annual budget of less than $2 
per worker, NIOSH is one of the most effective and efficient safety agencies in the 
nation.  NIOSH’s contributions have consistently demonstrated a high return on investment. 
Research shows that every $1 invested in effective safety programs can save employers up to $6 
in costs related to occupational illnesses and injuries. And organizations with robust occupational 
health systems benefit from lower insurance premiums, fewer workers’ compensation claims 
(which average $41,353 per claim), and improved employee retention rates. 

We urge you and your colleagues to reinstate NIOSH’s funding and restore its workforce 
immediately. The agency is not only cost-effective but also indispensable for safeguarding the 
health of American workers and sustaining business productivity. Governments must prioritize 
funding for occupational health research to develop innovative safety strategies while 
incentivizing organizations that demonstrate exemplary safety performance. 



NIOSH’s mission transcends individual workplaces—it is a public good that strengthens our 
economy while protecting lives. 

Thank you for considering this urgent matter. We hope you will advocate for reinstating NIOSH 
as a critical investment in America’s workforce and economic future. 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact WOEMA’s lobbyist, Mr. Don Schinske, 
at DonSchinske@calcapitol.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Rosalie Banasiak MD MPH 
President, WOEMA 
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